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security of both, which was an "essential condition of the main-
tenance of the general peace." In a cordial reply Herriot said:
"France and Poland have the same interest in the consolidation
of peace and their alliance constitutes, in my opinion, a valuable
guarantee of security."
SKRZYNSKl'S GOOD FOREIGN POLICY
In connexion with reparations there had been much discussion
of the entrance of Germany into the League of Nations. In the
spring of the year Poincare had intimated that France was prepared
to accept that entrance if Germany adopted the Dawes Plan.
In this and other matters Poland was willing to follow the French
lead, but she took up the position that if Germany became a
permanent member of the Council of the League, she was also
entitled to have a permanent seat; indeed, she conceived that her
situation vis-a-vis Germany demanded it. Though relations with
Germany had somewhat improved, Poland was well aware of the
hostile attitude of the Reich, an attitude constantly stressed by
the extravagant declarations of German Nationalists respecting
frontier revision. Nor did Poland forget the existence of the
Soviet-German Treaty of Rapallo. During 1924, too, the inter-
national position of the Soviet had been greatly strengthened
by its recognition by England, France and Italy, Yet Poland and
Soviet Russia made some slight progress to more normal relations.
A railway convention was signed in April, arrangements were
come to regarding the exchange of prisoners and a consular
convention was adopted in July.
Touching the Baltic States Poland pursued the policy that was
becoming traditional with her. In February 1924 the Foreign
Ministers of Poland, Finland, Latvia and Estonia met at Warsaw,
Zamoyski, then Polish Foreign Minister, presiding; in his opening
remarks he said it was the seventh time that these States had met
in conference. The four Governments found themselves in general
agreement on an absolutely pacific policy, but there was no Baltic
League, though its formation was strongly advocated by Meierp-
wics, the eminent Latvian statesman, whom death cut oil the
following year. Relations with Lithuania were still very unpleasant;